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Should i go with large format tile or smaller mosaic for a small main bathroom
renovation in my Fredericton condo?

Large format tile is actually the better choice for a small Fredericton condo bathroom — and this surprises a

lot of homeowners who assume smaller spaces need smaller tiles.

Here's the logic: large format tiles (typically 24"x24" or even 12"x24") have fewer grout lines, which creates a
cleaner, more continuous visual plane. That uninterrupted surface makes the eye read the room as larger. Mosaic
tile, while beautiful, introduces a grid of grout lines that visually "chops up" the space and can actually make it feel

busier and smaller.

The practical side matters too. Mosaic sheets — especially on floors — accumulate grout in dozens of joints,
which means more scrubbing and more long-term maintenance. In a main bathroom that sees daily use, that adds

up fast. Large format floor tile with minimal grout joints is genuinely easier to keep clean.

That said, mosaics aren't without merit in a small bath. A mosaic accent strip or a niche insert in the shower can
add visual interest without overwhelming the space. Many Fredericton homeowners use a 12"x24" large format for

floors and walls, then bring in a small mosaic detail in one focused area — best of both worlds.

One thing to nail down before you order tile: your condo's Condominium Property Act (SNB 2009, ¢ C-16.05)
obligations. Check with your condo board before starting any bathroom renovation. Tile work that touches the
subfloor, waterproofing membrane, or any shared plumbing stack may require board approval, and some condo
declarations specify approved contractors or require proof of insurance. This is especially relevant in Fredericton's

older condo buildings where plumbing runs through common elements.

On the installation side, large format tile requires a very flat, properly prepared substrate — deflection is the enemy.
Your tile setter needs to confirm the subfloor meets the L/360 deflection standard before laying anything larger than
15", If the subfloor flexes, large tiles crack at the grout joints. This is a legitimate reason to hire an experienced tile

setter rather than DIY — a good installer will assess the substrate first and won't skip that step.

Budget-wise, expect to pay roughly $8-$14/sq ft for installation labour in the Fredericton market, on top of tile
costs. Large format porcelain runs $3—-3$8/sq ft for mid-range options; quality mosaic sheets can run $10-$25/sq ft
or more depending on material (glass, stone, porcelain). So ironically, the large format option often costs less in

both materials and labour.

For your next step, browse tile setters in the New Brunswick Construction Network directory and ask specifically
about their experience with large format installation and condo bathroom work — and get that condo board

approval sorted before anyone starts demoing.
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Can i add a half bath under the stairs in my Dieppe bi-level without major
plumbing work?

Adding a half bath under the stairs in your Dieppe bi-level is definitely possible, but "minor" plumbing work
is relative — you'll still need a licensed plumber and permits, though the scope can be manageable

depending on your home's layout.

Most 1970s-1990s bi-levels in Dieppe have their main plumbing stack running through or near the central area of
the home, which often puts it reasonably close to under-stair spaces. If your existing stack runs within 10-15 feet of
your proposed location, you're looking at a more straightforward installation. The key is whether you can tie into

existing drain lines without major excavation or rerouting.

Plumbing requirements include connecting to the main drain stack (typically 3-inch ABS in homes of this era),
running a 2-inch drain line for the toilet, and adding supply lines for hot and cold water. In bi-levels, the under-stair
area often sits above the basement level, which can actually work in your favor for gravity drainage. You'll need

adequate slope (minimum 1% grade) from your new fixtures back to the main stack.

Code and permit considerations are significant. You'll need a plumbing permit from NB Technical Inspection
Services (TIS) and the work must be done by a licensed plumber. The Town of Dieppe will also require a building
permit since you're adding a bathroom — contact their Urban Planning department at (506) 877-7900. The space
must meet National Building Code requirements including minimum ceiling height (6'5"), proper ventilation (exhaust

fan vented to exterior), and adequate clearances around fixtures.

Realistic costs in the Dieppe market typically run $8,000-$15,000 for a basic under-stair powder room, assuming
straightforward plumbing connections. This includes rough-in plumbing ($2,500-$4,500), electrical for lighting and
exhaust fan ($800-$1,200), drywall and finishing ($1,500-$2,500), flooring ($500-$1,500), and fixtures ($1,000-
$3,000). If major drain line modifications are needed, add $3,000-$6,000.

Your next step is having a licensed plumber assess your current plumbing layout to determine connection
feasibility. They can tell you definitively whether your existing stack location makes this a straightforward project or
requires more extensive work. Get this assessment before applying for permits — it'll save you time and help you

budget accurately.
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What ventilation does code require for an interior bathroom with no window in a
Moncton apartment building conversion?

Interior bathrooms in apartment conversions must have mechanical exhaust ventilation that removes at
least 25 L/s (50 CFM) continuously or 50 L/s (100 CFM) when occupied, according to the National Building
Code of Canada 2020 edition that New Brunswick has adopted (effective May 1, 2025 for new applications).

For your Moncton conversion project, you'll need to install an exhaust fan that either runs continuously at the lower
rate or operates at the higher rate with occupancy controls like a humidity sensor, motion detector, or manual
switch with timer. The fan must exhaust directly to the exterior — never into an attic, crawl space, or other
interior area. In apartment buildings, this typically means ducting through an exterior wall or up through the roof

system.

Ductwork requirements are equally important for code compliance. Use smooth, rigid metal dubing where
possible, with insulated flexible duct only for final connections. Keep runs as short and straight as possible — every
elbow reduces airflow efficiency. The duct must be sealed at all joints and terminate with a proper exterior wall cap

or roof jack that prevents backdrafts and weather infiltration.

Since this is an apartment building conversion in Moncton, you'll need a building permit from the City of
Moncton Planning & Development department (506-856-4375). The conversion will also trigger requirements for
fire separation between units, proper egress, and potentially upgraded electrical service. Each bathroom will need

GFCI protection and proper lighting levels.

Professional installation is strongly recommended for apartment conversions. The electrical work requires a
licensed electrician (licensed through NB's Technical Inspection Services), and you'll need an electrical wiring
permit from NB Power (1-800-615-0522) before starting. The mechanical ventilation may also require coordination
with the building's existing HVAC system, especially in older Moncton buildings where adding multiple exhaust

penetrations can affect the building envelope.

Start by contacting Moncton's Planning & Development office to confirm the specific requirements for your building
type and discuss the permit application process. They can clarify whether additional ventilation requirements apply

based on the building's age, construction type, and intended occupancy.

New Brunswick Construction Network — newbrunswickconstructionnetwork.com — Generated July 26, 2026



Should i go with a wall-hung toilet or floor-mounted in a tiny powder room
renovation in my Saint John condo?

Wall-hung toilets are excellent for tiny powder rooms — they create visual space by exposing more floor area

and make cleaning much easier since there's no base to work around.

In your Saint John condo, the key consideration is whether your wall framing can support the in-wall carrier system.
Most condos built after 1990 have adequate 2x6 or 2x8 wall framing, but older buildings may need reinforcement.
The carrier mounts to the wall studs and supports up to 880 Ibs, but proper installation is critical — especially in a

multi-unit building where a leak could affect your downstairs neighbor.

Installation complexity and costs favor floor-mounted toilets significantly. A quality wall-hung toilet (Duravit, Toto,
or Geberit) runs $800-$2,500 just for the fixture, plus $400-$800 for the carrier system. Installation requires opening
the wall, potentially relocating plumbing, and waterproofing behind the wall — expect $2,500-$4,500 total installed.

A comparable floor-mounted toilet renovation runs $800-$1,800 installed.

Since you're in a condo, you'll need approval from your condo corporation board before starting — this type of
plumbing modification typically requires board consent under New Brunswick's Condominium Property Act. The
work must be done by a licensed plumber with a TIS permit, and you'll need a building permit from the City of Saint
John's Growth & Community Services department (506-658-2835).

For most tiny powder rooms, a compact floor-mounted toilet like a Toto Drake Compact or American Standard
Cadet 3 FloWise gives you 90% of the space benefit at half the cost and complexity. These models have a shorter
depth (25-26" vs 28-30" standard) and work beautifully in tight spaces.

Start by measuring your current rough-in distance (center of drain to wall) — most condos use 12" rough-in, which

gives you the most toilet options.

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by New Brunswick Construction Network. It does not
constitute professional advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any
construction or renovation project. Information is current as of July 26, 2026 and may change. Visit
newbrunswickconstructionnetwork.com for the latest answers.
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